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B re m e n , B re m e r h ave n , Stad e u n d Ac h i m - d as s i n d n u r e i n i g e
Stat i o n e n vo n So nj a So n n e nfe l d , d i e kü rz l i c h i m Ra h m e n e i n e r
n e u ntäg i g e n Ve ra n sta l t u n g sse r i e ve rsc h i ed e n e Sc h u l e n i n B re-
m e n u n d u m z u bes u c hte . Abe r a u c h i m Au s l a n d i st d i e h e ute
9 5 -j ä h r i g e u nte rweg s , u m j u n g e n M e n sc h e n vo n d e r S i t u at i o n
u n d i h re n E rfa h r u n g e n i n d e r We i m a re r Re p u b l i k u n d wä h re n d
d es „ D r i tte n Re i c h es “ z u b e r i c hte n sow i e u m i h re Z u h ö re r z u m
N ac h d e n ke n z u b r i n g e n .
M i t e i n e i n h a l b J a h re n zo g d i e i n Sc h wed e n G e b o re n e i m J a h r
1 9 1 4 m i t i h re n E l te r n u n d G esc h w i ste r n n ac h B e r l i n u n d e r l e bte
a l s Ki n d d e n E rste n We l t kr i eg . De r Vate r wa r Arc h i te kt u n d fa n d
i n d i ese r Ze i t ke i n e Arb e i t . „ M a n c h m a l b rac hte e r n u r e i n kl e i n es
B rot m i t n ac h H a u se , d as w i r u n s m i t sec h s Fa m i l i e n a n g e h ö r i -
g e n te i l e n m u sste n “ , e r i n n e rt s i c h d i e Ze i tze u g i n a n d i e H u n -
g e rsze i t .
D as E l e n d n ac h d e m Kr i eg se n d e sa h s i e i n B e r l i n a u c h a uf i h -
re m täg l i c h e n Sc h u l weg : B e i n - o d e r a r m l ose , b l i n d e u n d psy-
c h i sc h ze rstö rte O pfe r d es Kr i eg es g e h ö rte n z u i h re n Ki n d -
h e i tse i n d r ü c ke n . „Wa ru m wa r a l l es so g efä h r l i c h ? “ f ragte s i e
s i c h d a m a l s .

G efah r fr ü h er kan n t
Fü r d e n Vate r, d e r a l s J o u r n a l i st a rb e i tete , sta n d n ac h d e r Le k-
t ü re vo n Ad o l f H i t l e rs H etzsc h r i ft „ M e i n Ka m pf“ fest , d ass m a n
De utsc h l a n d ve r l asse n m ü sse . J ed e n Ab e n d l as e i n Fa m i l i e n -
m i tg l i ed e i n Ka p i te l l a ut vo r u n d es w u rd e ü b e r d i e I n h a l te d i s-
kut i e rt . N at ü r l i c h n u r i n n e r h a l b d e r Wo h n u n g , d e n n Fre u n d e
u n d B e ka n nte wo l l te n vo n H i t l e r n i c hts w i sse n u n d n a h m e n
d esse n „ H i r n g es p i n ste “ n i c ht e r n st .
Es d a u e rte n oc h e i n i g e J a h re , b i s d e r Vate r 1 9 3 3 z u r ü c k n ac h
Sc h wed e n g i n g . So nj a So n n e nfe l d j ed o c h wo l l te i n B e r l i n b l e i -
be n , n i c ht we i l s i e h offte , d ass es i n D e utsc h l a n d w i ed e r besse r
we rd e n w ü rd e , „ so n d e r n g e rad e we i l i c h g l a u bte , d ass es
sc h l i m m e r w i rd “ u n d m a n i n so l c h e i n e r Lag e n i c ht d as La n d
ve r l asse n d ü rfe .
Z u m a l es i m B e r l i n i n d e r 1 92 0e r J a h re n n i c ht n u r Ar m ut , Kr i m i -
n a l i tät u n d E l e n d g a b , so n d e r n a u c h Ku n st , L i te rat u r, T h eate r,
F i l m u n d Ta n z , d e r s i e g a n z b eso n d e rs beg e i ste rte . D as M äd -
c h e n l e r nte u n d l i e bte d e n Ste p pta n z , d e n s i e s p äte r i n F i l m e n
u n d i n Ta n zsc h u l e n z u m B este n g e b e n ko n nte . I h r exot i sc h es
Au sse h e n a l s Ki n d e i n e r De utsc h - B ras i l i a n e r i n b rac hte i h r a n -
fa n g s Vo rte i l e e i n . S i e w u rd e g e rn e foto g raf i e rt u n d d i e B i l d e r
w u rd e n a u sg este l l t o d e r i n Ze i tsc h r i fte n ve röffe nt l i c ht .
De r D r u c k a uf d i e J u d e n w u rd e i m La ufe d e r so g e n a n nte n
„ G o l d e n e n Zwa n z i g e r J a h re “ stä rke r. D oc h se l bst n ac h d e r E r-
m o rd u n g d es Au ß e n m i n i ste rs Wa l t h e r Rat h e n a u , a uf d esse n
Sc h o ß d i e J ü d i n So nj a So n n e nfe l d e i n st saß , ve rd rän gte n d i e
m e i ste n De utsc h e n d i e G efa h r, d i e vo n d e n fasc h i st i sc h e n M ö r-
d e r n a u sg i n g . Au c h a l s d i e St ra ß e n sc h l ac hte n zw i sc h e n Ko m -
m u n i ste n u n d N at i o n a l soz i a l i ste n u n ü be rse h b a r z u n a h m e n ,
we n d ete n s i c h v i e l e M e n sc h e n a b u n d ze i gte n s i c h g l e i c h g ü l t i g
u n d u n be r ü h rt . „Auf ke i n e n Fa l l d ü rfe m a n d e n Te ufe l a n d i e
Wa n d m a l e n - n i e u n d n i m m e r w ü rd e e i n e r w i e H i t l e r a n d i e
M ac ht ko m m e n “ , so g i bt d i e Ze i tze u g i n d i e I g n o ra n z v i e l e r
M e n sc h e n a u s d e r d a m a l i g e n Ze i t i n i h re m 2 0 01 e rsc h i e n e n e n
B u c h „ Es beg a n n i n B e r l i n - E i n Le be n f ü r G e rec ht i g ke i t u n d
Fre i h e i t " (D o n at Ve r l ag) w i ed e r.
Am 3 0 . J a n u a r 1 9 33 , a l s Ad o l f H i t l e r Re i c h s ka n z l e r w u rd e , ka m
es a l l es a n d e rs . D i e a nt i se m i t i sc h e St i m m u n g w u rd e b e re i ts i n
d e n Vo rj a h re n g esät u n d d i e Li ste n m i t d e n N a m e n d e r J u d e n
wa re n be re i ts e rste l l t .
D i e I g n o ra n z be i d e n m e i ste n M e n sc h e n b l i e b . „ M a n ko n nte j a
d oc h n i c hts ä n d e r n “ . U n d „ was so l l e i n E i n ze l n e r sc h o n u nte r-
n e h m e n “ , so d i e Frag e n , d i e s i c h a u c h So nj a So n n e nfe l d d a-
m a l s ste l l te . „ J a , was ko n nte i c h sc h o n t u n , we n n J u n g e n s a uf
d e r St ra ß e b l ut i g z u sa m m e n g esc h l ag e n w u rd e n ? H ätte i c h
m i c h e i n m i sc h e n so l l e n - i c h wa r e i n zwa n z i gj ä h r i g es M äd -
c h e n “ , so i h re R ü c ksc h a u .

B er u fsver b ot
Sc h l i e ß l i c h w u rd e a u c h So nj a So n n e nfe l d m i t e i n e m B e r ufsve r-
b ot be l eg t u n d d u rfte n i c ht m e h r i n F i l m e n a uft rete n . D o c h d as
ka m n i c ht , we i l s i e J ü d i n wa r, so n d e r n we i l s i e s i c h a n l äss l i c h e i -
n es Abe n d esse n s we i g e rte , n e b e n d e m Le i te r vo n H i t l e rs Le i b -
sta n d a rte , Se p p D i et r i c h , P l atz z u n e h m e n u n d i h m a l s Ti sc h d a-
m e z u d i e n e n . „ De r G ed a n ke , a n d i ese m Abe n d e i n H e i l H i t l e r
ü be r d i e Li p p e n b r i n g e n z u m ü sse n , p asste m i r j ed oc h e be n so
we n i g w i e d i e Vo rste l l u n g , m i c h m i t d e m be r ü c ht i gte n D i et r i c h
i m se l be n Ra u m a ufz u h a l te n , sc h l i m m e r n oc h , a m se l be n Ti sc h
m i t i h m z u s i tze n “ , so i h re m ut i g e u n d ko n seq u e nte H a l t u n g d a-
m a l s . U n d d i e h at s i e wä h re n d a l l d e r d ü ste re n J a h re vo l l e r G e-
fa h r d u rc h g e h a l te n u n d n i e m a l s d e n H i t l e rg r u ß o d e r d as „ S i eg
H e i l ! “ vo n s i c h g eg e be n .
D oc h d e r d a m a l s wo h l be l i e bteste Sc h a u s p i e l e r De utsc h l a n d s ,
H a n s Al be rs , d e r se l bst m i t e i n e r J ü d i n z u sa m m e n l e bte , setzte
s i c h ü be r d as B e r ufsve rb ot h i nweg u n d b ot i h r a n , i n d e m n e u -
e n F i l m „ Pee r Gynt “ a l s Tä n ze r i n m i tz u w i rke n .
N ac h d e r Po g ro m n ac ht vo m 9 . a uf d e n 1 0 . N ove m be r 1 9 3 8 h at -
te s i e g e n u g e r l e bt u n d g i n g z u r ü c k n ac h Sc h wed e n . D o rt fe i e r-
te s i e a m 8 . M a i 1 945 z u sa m m e n m i t i h re m E h e m a n n Wo l fg a n g
So n n e nfe l d , e i n e m M at h e m at i ke r u n d Sc h ü l e r Al be rt E i n ste i n s ,
i h re n f ü nfte n H oc h ze i tstag .

Wal l en b er g
Se i t 1 9 7 9 setzte s i c h d i e i n zw i sc h e n 6 7-j ä h r i g e f ü r d i e Fre i l as-
s u n g vo n Rao u l Wa l l e n be rg e i n , d e r n oc h i m m e r i n sowj et i sc h e r
G efa n g e n sc h aft wa r. Wa l l e n be rg h atte i m Kr i eg i n B u d a p est
Ze h nta u se n d e n vo n J u d e n d as Le b e n g e rettet , i n d e m e r i h n e n
a l s An g e h ö r i g e d e r sc h wed i sc h e n B otsc h aft Sc h utz p ässe a u s-
ste l l te .
Ü be r d i p l o m at i sc h e Ka n ä l e , m i t B r i efka m p ag n e n , Rad i o d u rc h -
sag e n u n d m i t ve rd ec kte n Akt i o n e n ve rs u c hte So nj a So n n e n -
fe l d j a h re l a n g se i n e Fre i l ass u n g z u e r re i c h e n . 1 9 89 w u rd e s i e
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sc h l i e ß l i c h m i t d e n G esc h w i ste rs Wa l l e n be rg s u n d d e m f r ü h e-
re n B otsc h aftsa n g e h ö r i g e n Pe r An g e r n ac h M os ka u e i n g e l a-
d e n . M a n wo l l te s i e ü be rze u g e n , d ass Wa l l e n b e rg be re i ts i m
J a h r 1 94 7 g esto rb e n se i . D o c h So nj a So n n e nfe l d l i e ß s i c h n i c ht
i r r i t i e re n u n d bet rac htete d i e U nte r l ag e n a l s Fä l sc h u n g . M e h re-
re B ef re i u n g sve rs u c h e , d i e s i e u nte r n a h m , b l i e be n e rfo l g l os .
D as h i e l t So nj a So n n e nfe l d a be r n i e d avo n a b , i n i h re n Vo rt rä-
g e n a n Sc h u l e n o d e r b e i a n d e re n G e l eg e n h e i te n vo n Wa l l e n -
b e rg z u e rzä h l e n . I n d i ese m Z u sa m m e n h a n g e ntsta n d u nte r
a n d e re m d e r Ko nta kt z u H e l m ut D o n at , d esse n z u m g ro ß e n
Te i l a nt i fasc h i st i sc h e Ve r l ag st i te l d e n Wa l l e n be rg - B i og ra p h e n
C h r i sto p h G a n n ü be rze u gte n . So t rat e r i m H e rbst 2 0 0 0 a n d e n
D o n at Ve r l ag h e ra n u n d ve r m i tte l te d e n Ko nta kt z u So nj a So n -
n e nfe l d . E i n J a h r s p äte r e rsc h i e n i h r B u c h m i t i h re n E r i n n e r u n -
g e n „ Es beg a n n i n B e r l i n - E i n Le b e n f ü r G e rec ht i g ke i t u n d
Fre i h e i t “ .
Se i t h e r b es u c h e n d i e b e i d e n i n B re m e n u n d i m U m l a n d Sc h u -
l e n u n d So nj a So n n e nfe l d s p r i c ht ü be r i h re E r l e b n i sse vo r u n d
n ac h 1 9 33 . D i e Z u sa m m e n a rbe i t wa r so g ut u n d f ru c ht b a r,
d ass a u c h i h r n e u es B u c h „ D as Offe n e H a u s -Vö l ke rb u n d e n
m i n i at u re “ , i n d e m B re m e r Ve r l ag e rsc h i e n e n i st .
Au c h H e l m ut D o n at , d e r d e n V i l l a- I c h o n P re i s sow i e d e n C a r l
vo n Oss i etz ky- P re i s e r h a l te n h at , w i l l m i t se i n e n Ve röffe nt l i -
c h u n g e n vo n E i n ze l sc h i c ksa l e n d az u b e i t rag e n , d as Ve rfo l gte
e i n e St i m m e e r h a l te n u n d n i c ht ve rg esse n we rd e n . „ D as I nte r-
esse h at a l l e rd i n g s se i t d e r W i ed e rve re i n i g u n g a b g e n o m m e n “ ,
ste l l t d e r Ve r l eg e r fest .

Offen es H au s
So nj a So n n e nfe l d l e bt h e ute i n Stoc kh o l m , a l so i n d e m La n d ,
i n d e m s i e e i n st g e b o re n wo rd e n i st u n d m i t d e m s i e i h re a l l e r-
e rste n Ki n d h e i tse r i n n e r u n g e n ve rb i n d et . 1 9 62 h at s i e d i e M ö g -
l i c h ke i t g esc h affe n , d ass s i c h M e n sc h e n u nte rsc h i ed l i c h e r N a-
t i o n j ed e n So n ntag i n i h re r Wo h n u n g t reffe n , m i te i n a n d e r re-
d e n , s i c h ke n n e n l e r n e n u n d g eg e n se i t i g h e l fe n . D as „ Offe n e
H a u s “ e ntw i c ke l te s i c h sc h n e l l z u e i n e r feste n I n st i t ut i o n , d as
b i s z u m J a h r 2 0 0 6 fast 1 0 . 0 0 0 M e n sc h e n a u s 8 0 N at i o n e n z u -
sa m m e nf ü h rte .

N ac h De utsc h l a n d , i n s beso n d e re n ac h B re m e n , ko m m t So nj a
So n n e nfe l d i m m e r w i ed e r, u m h i e r vo n i h re n E rfa h r u n g e n z u
be r i c hte n u n d Ki n d e r sow i e J u g e n d l i c h e z u m se l bstä n d i g e n
De n ke n a n z u reg e n . 1 0 0 Sc h ü l e r i n n e n u n d Sc h ü l e r wa re n es
kü rz l i c h i m Gym n as i u m H o r n , i n d as s i e vo n m e h re re n sec h ste n
Kl asse n e i n g e l ad e n w u rd e u m a u s i h re m Le b e n z u e rzä h l e n .
„ De n Ki n d e r n ko m m e n oft d i e Trä n e n [. ] . Es t ut m i r we h , s i e we i -
n e n z u se h e n . An d e re rse i ts m ü sse n s i e w i sse n , was g esc h e h e n
i st . Ve rg l i c h e n m i t d e n Trä n e n , d i e j ü d i sc h e Ki n d e r ve rg osse n
h a b e n , h a l te i c h i h re n Sc h m e rz f ü r z u m ut b a r“ , so h e i ßt es i n i h -
re n E r i n n e r u n g e n . E i n e Ko l l e kt i vsc h u l d ü be r G e n e rat i o n e n h i n -
weg h ä l t s i e f ü r tö r i c ht , es beste h e a l l e rd i n g s h e ute d i e Aufg a-
be , d af ü r z u so rg e n , d ass s i c h so etwas n i c ht w i ed e r h o l e n
ka n n .
D a h e r m ü sse m a n s i c h h e ute etwas g eg e n N eo n az i s e i nfa l l e n
l asse n - j ed e r so l l e d as a uf se i n e We i se t u n , so So nj a So n n e n -
fe l d . S i e w i l l we i te r m ac h e n , m i n d este n s b i s s i e 1 0 0 J a h re a l t i st .
U n d f ü r d i e Ze i t d a n ac h h at s i e a u c h sc h o n P l ä n e .

So nj a So n n e nfe l d i m J ah r 1 934 .
Au s : „ Es b eg a n n i n B e r l i n - E i n Le b e n f ü r G e rec ht i g ke i t

u n d Fre i h e i t “ (D o n at Ve r l ag)


